
Mel Blimkie and his sister Lynn Parsons Dykeman decided the time was right to 
come home and add a little something for everyone to Renfrew’s Downtown 
core.  
Both Mel and Lynn have a passion for woodworking and crafty home made 
items, they have built all the cabinets and showcases in their new store ’ A Sense 
of Country’.  
Lynn who left her job in Barrie, always liked going into this type of gift store 
and said “someday I am going to open a store like this”.  
Along with all the gift type items, most $20 or under, there is a retro candy cor-
ner, fresh fudge and year-a-round Christmas shop. The store offers pre-made gift 
baskets or they will gift wrap on site with beautiful bags, paper or gift boxes.  
A Sense of Country will have their ‘Grand Opening’ Saturday July 30, ‘11. 
Come and welcome Mel, Lynn, their spouses and families to our wonderful 
Downtown, 169 Raglan St. S.. 
 

 
Welcome ’NEW’ Renfrew and Area Chamber Members 

 
 

      Helftery’s Restoration 
 

Ultimate Fitness         

 

 

 
         SPOTLIGHT ON…  
 
 
                        Tammy Logan— Information Officer 

Friday, July 29, 2011 ABOUT US 

• Since 1908, the Ren-
frew & area Cham-
ber of Commerce 
has been an active 
and progressive non-
profit voluntary or-
ganization promoting 
the civic, commer-
cial, industrial and 
tourist development 
progress of this great 
community.  

• The Chamber is a 
catalyst and a volun-
teer organization 
where business and 
professional people 
work together for 
the common good. 

• Year-round promo-
tion of Renfrew and 
the area as a destina-
tion for tourist     
and business is a   
priority.  

E*News 

 

A Sense 
of Country 

Would you like your 
business featured? 
Or do you know of a 
business or  
person who should be 
recognized? 
Do you or your busi-
ness have item  
you would like to 
share? 
If so call or e-mail the 
Chamber office  
(613) 432-7015  
info@ 
renfrewareachamber.ca 



 

 
Golf Tournaments  

5h Annual Aikenhead’s Hospice Classic in sup-
port of  

Hospice Renfrew 
Friday August 12, 2011 
Dragonfly Golf Course 

11 am registration 
1 pm shotgun start, 4 man scramble 

Entry $450. Incl: Lunch, dinner, cart & prizes 
Call 613-432-8080 or 

Kevin.jo.brown@sympatico.ca _________________________ 
8th Annual Renfrew County  

Real Estate Board  
To support ‘Recovery Road’ 

A program to assist families financially with 
transportation costs when having to take their 

child for diagnosis or treatment of cancer 
Wednesday September 7, ‘11 

Oaks of Cobden 
Shotgun start 12 pm, 4 man, best ball 

$100 pp Golf, cart, dinner 
$75 pp golf & cart, $50 pp dinner only 

Call 613-735-0405 by Sept. 1, ‘11 ____________________________ 
18th Annual Golf Fun Day 

Supporting the Laurel Rafuse Memorial Trust 
Saturday September 17, 2011 

Renfrew Golf Club 
11 am registration 

12:30 pm shot gun start, scramble format 
$105 pp ($100 for members) $25 tax reciept 

Golf, cart, BBQ lunch, dinner & prizes _____________________________  
Town of Renfrew  

Donations to the Renfrew Food Bank 
Dragonfly Golf Club 

September 9, ‘11 
$35 pp incl: 9 hole & BBQ 

Call Kelly at 613-432-4848 ext 108 
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Thank You for a ‘great night’ Sebastien,  

Christine and the gang from the  
Renfrew Golf Course 

The Chambers 1st stop on the  
nine and dine tour  

 
Thank You John Smith & Napa Auto Parts  

July dinner sponsor   
There is still time to register to play or become a tee or prize sponsor  



Calabogie Peaks Resort, in partnership DAWG FM and 
sponsored by Class Axe Guitars, is hosting the first annual 
Class Axe Guitars Calabogie Blues and Ribfest, August 
12-14. The musical line-up includes Johnny Max Band, 
David Gogo, Monkey Junk, Jesse Green Band, All Wood 
and the Woodsmen, Al Tambay, Wild T & the Spirit, Guitar 
Explosion with Steve Strongman and Paul Deslauriers. The 
event will be complete with a beer garden, a kids’ zone with 
face painting and attractions, and Ribbers from across 
Canada and the US! Local accommodation and on-site 
camping will be available.  
 
Event organizers are looking for vendors to set up shop for 
the duration of the festival. We are especially interested in 
showcasing local artisans and small-town businesses, but 
are open to other vendor ideas. Rentable areas will be 10 
X10 ft., at a cost of only $200 for the full week-end, electric-
ity provided. Event organizers are anticipating attendance 
of 10,000-15,000 people. Don’t miss out on this amazing 
opportunity to increase your customer base and spread the 
word about your business!  
For more information or to book your space, please visit 
calabogieblues.com, or call 613-730-1019. Space is lim-
ited, and is booked on a first come, first serve basis. 
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New Logo Needed, WE WANT YOU to help! 
 

The Caboose logo has long identified the Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce. While this is 
a great depiction of our community of long ago we are looking to re-brand to better reflect our 
business enterprise. 
We would like to offer our members, the pubic, and our business partners the opportunity to help 
us do this. We are looking for a new logo. You don’t have to be a graphic artist or a professional, 
all ideas/submissions will be reviewed and the final selection will be professionally designed. 
Copyright and final product will become property of the Renfrew and Area Chamber of Com-
merce.  
Local media attention will be given to the design recipient as well as a thank you gift, which con-
sists of $200 cash and local business gift cards. 
The contest is open August 1st to September 12th ’11 and submissions can be made to 161 Raglan 
St. South or by e-mail to info@renfrewareachamber.ca 
 
About the Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
The Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce strive to foster success and provide guidance and 
direction to make our community a better place to live. We have been serving the business commu-
nity since 1908. By joining the Chamber, businesses and individuals help make their community as 
well as their business healthy and prosperous. 
 
Proudly representing and promoting over 200 businesses in and around our community, the  
Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce endeavors to succeed in the following key areas: 
 
Networking and Education-The Chamber is host for casual social after hour’s events, trade & 
home shows, workshops, and educational seminars throughout the year. These programs set the 
stage for businesses to share their products and services, build key business relationships, and learn 
about some great tools to help their business growth.  
 
Money Saving Benefits- The Benefits offered by the Chamber is designed to save businesses 
money! These benefits include: Visa, MasterCard and Debit merchant services, group insurance 
and gasoline discounts and member-to-member discounts. 
 
Marketing- There is a variety of avenues available for members to market their businesses to the 
chamber database. Just a few of these opportunities include: ‘free submissions’ to our 
E*Newsletter, premium web listings on our website, trade & homeshow opportunities, social host-
ing occasions, and more. 
 
Advocacy- The Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce is the collective voice for business 
through advocacy. We work with community government as well as with the provincial and federal 
levels of government on issues of mutual concern.  The Chamber speaks for the business commu-
nity at public hearings, the media and behind closed doors.  
 
The definition of a Chamber of Commerce, referenced from the Canadian Encyclopedia 
A non-profit organization of business people and corporation established to promote economic de-
velopment and collectively represent their concerns to government on public policy. Chamber of 
Commerce, or boards of trade as they are sometimes known, operate all 3 levels of government, 



Congratulations MYFM 
 

Gananoque is locked on the 9's! The all-new 99.9 myFM is on the air! 
MBC has launched its newest radio station, 99.9 myFM in Gananoque, Ontario. The sta-
tion is currently playing 5000 songs in a row and the full service launch should take place 
by the long weekend in September. We are also excited to announce that Gary Perrin will 
be joining MBC as GM/GSM for Gananoque and will work with Pam Oliver our out-
standing GM/GSM for Napanee-Brighton to continue to grow our business along the 401 
corridor. Internally, we are pleased that Michael Lumsden moves his skills from morning 
duties in Pembroke to News Director duties in Gananoque. Laura Earl replaces Michael in 
Pembroke.  
MBC is "Ontario's Local Broadcast Company" and currently operates in 12 markets across 
Ontario.  
Earlier this year, MBC was ranked as one of the Top 100 Fastest Growing Compa-
nies in Canada by Profit Magazine.  
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Congratulations to Shawn McHale and our friends at OVG Inc. & OVG Solar. 
 
As the result of continued growth and efforts to consolidate production and administra-
tion facilities, OVG Inc. has acquired the former Transworld building on 555 Hall Avenue.  
They hope to be operational in the fall of 2011.  
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